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Topic: Crime and Punishment Year Group: 6 Strand:History                                                                                       

What I should already know: What will I know by the end of the unit? Key Knowledge/Facts

● I know what is 
considered a crime in 
this country

● I know what 
punishments exist in our 
country in the present 
day

● I know who enforces 
the laws in our country

● I know who to go to if a 
crime has taken place

● What categorises as a crime has 
changed throughout history

● That punishments have varied 
throughout history

● That the role of the police have not 
always existed in history

● That crime rates have risen and dropped 
throughout history and the reasons for 
this

Key Vocabulary and definitions:
Capital 
punishment

When a criminal is killed for their crime

Corporal 
punishment

When a criminal is physically punished for their crime

Deterrent Something used to prevent people from carrying out a 
crime

Prejudice Having an opinion that is not based in fact

Treason Committing a crime against the King or Queen

Medieval A period of time from AD500 to AD 1500

Oath A promise to tell the truth

Jusitice Fair treatment 

Jury A group of people who make a decision in court

● To know that in 1154 AD the first common laws for the 
whole country and first judges and juries were introduced.

● To know in 1829 the metropolitan police became the first 
professional police force in Britain

● To know in 1920, women were first allowed to be jurors in 
court.

● To know that transportation to America started being 
used as a punishment in 1610 AD.

● To know in 1815, over 220 crimes become punishable by 
death.

● To know in 1999, capital punishment is abolished in the U.K

The gallows have been 
used since Anglo-Saxon 
times, but was abolished as 
a form of punishment in 
the U.K in 1964
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● I know what crime 
is

● I know what 
punishments we 
have

● I know who to go 
to if a crime has 
taken place

● How crime has changed through 
time

● That punishments have changed
● That crime rates have risen and 

dropped throughout history 

Key Vocabulary and definitions:

Capital 
punishment

When a criminal is killed for their crime

Corporal 
punishment

When a criminal is physically punished for their crime

Deterrent Something used to stop people from carrying out a 
crime

Treason Committing a crime against the King or Queen

Medieval AD500 to AD 1500

Oath A promise to tell the truth

Jusitice Fair treatment 

Jury A group of people who make a decision in court

● To know that in 1154 AD the first common laws were 
introduced.

● To know in 1829 the London police were the first 
trained police force in Britain

● To know in 1920, women were first allowed to be in a 
jury in court.

● To know that we used to send people to America as 
a punishment

● To know in 1999, capital punishment is abolished in 
the U.K

The gallows have been 
used since Anglo-Saxon 
times, but has not been 
used since 1964


