
Pilgrim Primary Academy Knowledge Organiser

Topic: Films Year Group: 6 Strand: Music

What I know already: Key knowledge: Key vocabulary: 

● Pitch - how high or low a 
note is

● Composition - a creative 
work, such as a piece of 
music

● The effect music has to a 
performance (Y4)

imagery - visually descriptive music

improvise - making up music as it is 
played or performed

major key - a tonality where the music 
sounds happy or bright

minor key - a tonality where the music 
sounds sad or tense

modulates - changing from one key to 
another (e.g. major to minor key)

notate - to write symbols to represent 
music 

sound effects - effects made that imitate 
real sounds

soundtrack - the background music, 
together with the main songs, create the 
soundtrack to a film

tremolo - a trembling effect, achieved by 
creating a loud and then quiet sound with 
a single note 

What will I know by the 
end of the unit:

● To know that a film 
soundtrack includes the 
background music and 
any songs in a film.

● To understand that ‘major’ 
key signatures use note 
pitches that sound 
cheerful and upbeat.

● To understand that ‘minor’ 
key signatures use note 
pitches that can suggest 
sadness and tension.
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What I know already: Key knowledge: Key vocabulary: 

● Pitch - how high or low a 
note is

● The effect music has to a 
performance (Y4)

In this unit we explore the music used in 
film to accompany the action and create 
atmosphere. 

improvise - making up music as it is 
played or performed

major key - a tonality where the music 
sounds happy or bright

minor key - a tonality where the music 
sounds sad or tense

sound effects - effects made that 
imitate real sounds

soundtrack - the background music, 
together with the main songs, create 
the soundtrack to a film

What will I know by the 
end of the unit:

● To know that a film 
soundtrack includes the 
background music and 
any songs in a film.

●  ‘major’ keys can create 
sounds that are cheerful 
and upbeat. 

● ‘minor’ keys can create 
sounds that show sadness 
and tension.


